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USDA - NASS 1984-1993

553,000 Bales
August 12,2024

Registered Export Sales
105,400 Bales

upima’s fourth decade from 1984-1993 the roots of Supima as a marketable trademark/
marked ten years of integrated programs  brand are formed.

and positions for Supima that have car- By the late-1980’s, production had increased
ried the ethos of the organization into  drastically from approximately 100,000 bales per
the modern era. This decade marked the begin- year to over 500,000 bales, enabling U.S. Pima
ning of Supima’s licensing program, the continued to become the world’s leading Extra-Long Staple
support to R&D for seed development that ledto  cotton export. continued on page 2
the commercially feasible crop we know today and

Current Export Shipments
26,400 Bales
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Supima - 1984-1993
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Japan Supima Association

H 1984

At this time Supima hires Dr. Carl V. Feaster as research consul-
tant, who was responsible for the development and commercial
release of the Pima S-2 through Pima S-6 varieties while working
with the USDA-ARS Pima Cotton Breeding program until his retire-
ment in early 1985.

Dr. Feaster was the 1st recipient of the prestigious Supima Man of
the Year award in 1982, followed by Harvey Gelman with WestPoint
Pepperell in 1984.

H 1985

Supima cotton towels are manufactured by WestPoint Pepperell
and Cannon Mills and sold at J. C. Penney’s, Montgomery Wards,
Mervyn’s, and K-Mart. J. P. Steven’s manufactures a Ralph Lau-
ren oxford American Pima cloth sheet and men’s underwear and
t-shirts are made by Sears. Lands’ End introduces a 100% Supima
women'’s sweater.

H 1986

Pima S-6 was released as a replacement for Pima S-5 as its ad-
vantages are earlier maturity and higher yield.
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Matthew S. Laughlin, Executive Secretary, Supima

1987

The New York office moves into Carnegie House offices located at
100 W. 57th St., which is still operating and staffed today.

Supima hires Charles L. Calhoun, a former Pima grower and Supima
Director to be Supima’s Quality Field Representative to meet with
gins, producers and the Cotton Classing offices.

1988

Matthew S. Laughlin joins the Supima Association of America
at the Phoenix based office as their first Executive Secretary.

Supima establishes the licensing program for the Supima name/
trademark and licenses ten of Japan’s largest textile manufactur-
ers in 1988-89. This is the foundation for the licensing program
that exists today and expanded globally to 150 brands/retailers.

1989

Charlie C. Wisler, Jr. was named Supima’s 4th Man of the Year
at Supima’s annual meeting in El Paso, Texas. J. S. (Jack) Francis,
Jr., was the 2nd recipient to receive this coveted award in 1983,
and made the presentation to Charlie during the meeting. Charlie
was consultant to the Supima Association since December 1986



1992 SUPIMA BOARD AND STAFF

Front row, left to right:

Dr. Carl V. Feaster (Research Consultant), George B. Spence (Special Advisor-TX), Chuck Youngker (Director-AZ), Nancy F. Boyd (Office Manager),
Mark S. Shawler (Director-AZ), J. S. Francis, Jr. (Special Advisor-AZ).

Back row, left to right:

H. Steve Carnes (California Quality Rep), Alan L. Rubida (Seed Division Mgr.), Donald M. Nelson (Director-CA), Rodney Tharp (Director/Treasurer-NM),
Mack Sloan (Director-NM), Robert K. Barkley (Director-AZ), Dana C. Hair (Director-CA), Jim Ed Miller (Director/Chairman-TX), James A. Palmer (Vice
Chairman/Director-AZ), Wilbur H. Wuertz (Director-AZ), Robert E. Skov (Director-TX), Robert C. Wilson (Director-TX), Jesse W. Curlee (President),
George Tochimura (President, Supima Far East Operations), Matthew S. Laughlin (Executive Vice President)

to concentrate his efforts on the marketing in the Far East.

George Tochimura, former President of Toyo Cotton Co. in Dallas is hired as
Supima’s President, Far East Operations and Supima’s Osaka, Japan office
opens to meet with the rising demand for Pima and the Supima trademark.

The Supima Indian Head is trademarked and proceeds from seed sales
collected by Supima’s Seed Division funded ongoing research programs
for Pima seed improvement and fiber. Supima planting seed was the only
marketed seed that was certified by the state Crop Improvement As-
sociation under the direction of Terry Weesner, Supima’s Seed Division
Manager since 1982.

H 1990

Supima hires Alan L. Rubida as Seed Division Manager to replace Terry
Weesner. California began producing American Pima in 1990 and now
accounts for more than 80% of annual Pima production.

H1991

Pima S-7 Released by Dr. Edgar L. Turcotte, USDA plant geneticist at
the University of Arizona, Maricopa Agricultural Center. Dr. Turcotte suc-
ceeded Dr. Feaster as USDA-ARS Pima cotton breeder. Pima S-6 became
first Pima standard. Pima S-7 developed by the USDA-ARS, was jointly
released with the Arizona Agricultural Experiment Station.

This year also marked the first commercial Pima cotton crop in the San
Joaquin Valley of California. continued on page 4  Alan L. Rubida, Supima Seed Division Manager
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continued from page 3

W 1992

H. Steve Carnes, joins the Supima Association as its new Director of Field Services and Quality
Assurance for its California office.

Supima kicked off a major advertising campaign with a 2-page, 6-color insert in Women’s Wear
Daily (WWD), using the theme “Precious Fibers”. The ads feature an over-sized Pima flower painted
against a desert landscape background.

H 1993

The Supima Seed Division was sold to Delta and Pine Land Company when commercial seed
companies had entered the business. The sale also marked the end of Supima’s 30-year-old
partnership with the USDA in its Arizona-based Pima Improvement Program. Supima had corm ’EED
provided funding for the program designed to develop new and improved seed varieties. Rev-
enues from the seed division also was used to help finance ginning research and improved

production practices. Supima Seed Division Cotton Seed Bag

50 LBS. NET WT.
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6-YEAR AMERICAN PIMA QUOTATION HISTORY
Monthly Update .

Registered net sales through August 29th are 105,400 bales. Total $3.00
shipments through July 25th totaled 26,400 bales.

The top five leading importers for the 2024/25 crop year are led by India
with purchases of 35,000 bales. Peru, China, Vietnam, and Pakistan out
the top five with purchases of 21,400 bales; 11,200 bales; 11,100 bales;
and 5,700 bales respectively. These five nations account for 80.1% of
all the export-based purchases of American Pima made to date this year. $1.00

Current American Pima Grade 2 Far East Quotation stands at $1.60/Ibs

$2.50

$2.00

Price / Ib

$1.50

S 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
USDA - AMS Pima Spot Price (Daily): http://bit.ly/ AMSPimaDailySpot Classing Reports: By Office: http://bit.ly/ AMSPimaClassingOffice
USDA - AMS Cotton Reports: http://bit.ly/AMSCottonReports By State: http://bit.ly/AMSPimaClassingState
USDA - NASS U.S. Production Estimates (Monthly): http://bit.ly/NASSCropProduction U.S. ELS Competitiveness Payment Report (Weekly):
USDA - FAS Export Sales Report (Weekly): http://bit.ly/ FASWeeklyExportSales http://bit.ly/FSAELSCPPReport



